ELIJAH AND THE DESPERATE WIDOW
Job 23; 1 Kings 17, 17 – 24
Dear friends, brothers and sisters!

When we last read the story of Elijah and the widow of Zarephath, they were both covered with God's care and grace. “The jar of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail.“What more can you ask for? Consistently receive what you need every day. But life is more complicated. When God help us, it doesn’t mean that we’ll avoid all the worries and problems. The widow has what to eat, but who cares when her son is dying! God's blessing and protection doesn’t mean that everything gets on for us. Even though we experiencedmany wonderswith God,that doesn’t mean that nothing bad will ever happen again. While today we thank the Lord God, and everything is clear to us, tomorrow we may be desperate, kneeling on our knees and not understand a thing. In such times our faith must be born again! We go through many tests and none of us knows in advance what they would do to him. Many of us have learned to thank God for his gifts every day. But can we continue in it if some inconceivable disaster struck us or our dearest? Faith is more than habit. Faith can be lost and found again. There are times when we literally need to fightfor our trust in God. And not just once but many times.

Today's story tells us that God doesn’t ensure any of us forever. It would be pleasant and comfortable, but why then would we live, if everything was pre-fought and clear? Life is unique because we are still struggling, we don’t know everything, we are looking for something,and we pray for something. We solved one concern with God's help and the other one is coming. And yet we don’t need to be afraid! Together with the prophets and apostles, together with our brother Jesus Christ we may believe that God never leaves us alone. Today's story encourages us not to give up and not to be surprised by the worst.

When a child got sick, the unfortunate widow cannot explain it other than that it was God's punishment for her sins. She blames Elijah for coming. He just unnecessarily called God's attention to her. Without him, it could be all in peace. She somehow quickly forgot that if not Elijah,she could die of hungertogether with her son long ago. When a person fears, is able to accuse anyone. 
How many times have people got blinded by similar reproaches?They are injured and feeldeceived. They didn’t understand why so much evil happened to them. Remember Job. Back then there was only one explanationfor all human suffering: "God punishes us for our sins."This idea is difficult to defend. There is always some sin. We all deserve punishment for something. And yet, we ask: "Why did God choose me? Am I so much worse than other people? "

The story of Elijah and the desperate widow is unique because he’s not afraid to answer these questions. Prophet’s actis here the word of God for us. Elijah clearly shows with his actions that the disease of the childis not God's punishment, and the Lord God didn’t want anything like that. Prophet, who did not hesitate to tell people the truth in the eyes, makes it clear that bad things often happen no matter whether we are good or evil. Elijah doesn’t misuse the accident that happened and doesn’t upbraid widow for her sins. With his prayer struggle he shows that God wants to deliverus from all our troubles and misfortunes.

But why such horrors ever happen? Is God not almighty? Doesn’t he have everything under control? How can the world that God created be at certain moments so insidious and cruel? Even Elijah didn’t know the answer to this questionand we don’t know it either. But instead of philosophizing and trying to figure out the mystery of God's omnipotence, Elijah is doing something else. He accepted what happened as a challenge which he must confront with confidence and hope.

Today's story says that this beautiful and amazing world in which we live is constantly threatened by the forces of doom and destruction. That our world and our livesare like a fragile bubble that floats in the infinite universe. It's so easy to burst it... The fact that we live, breathe and think is threatened so many times in every moment that it’s actually incomprehensible that we are still here, that we can be happy and that our hope is stronger than our fear. Bad things that happen to us remind us urgently that without the Lord God we couldn’t live. Our life and our hope literally hang in the balance. Bad things often happen by chance. They have no meaning or purpose by themselves. A small child hit by a car, a mountain buried under an avalanche,a mother dying of cancer, a young man paralyzed or born blind… God doesn’t want any of this. Therefore, Elijah doesn’t see the manifestation of God's will and judgment in the sick son of the widow. He doesn’t try to explain what cannot be explained, but raises the flag of hope, faith and love. To do everything that is possible to dowith God’s help.

"Give me your son,"he said to the desperate widow. And she must decide. Will she entrust herhalf-dead baby to the gods of Tyre and Sidon, or to the prophet of the Lord, which brought all this miseryto her house? We can see again how faith often means to go beyond our own shadow and demands our courage and hope where there is no human hope to be seen. Elijah takes half-dead child into his room. There, bending over him, he’s breathing into his mouth while praying. It's not just a practical demonstration of first aid courses. At that time the medicine did not recognize the time of death. Man was thought to be dead when he simply stopped breathing. Therefore somany unfortunates were buried alive. When Elijah touches a man believed to be dead, he commits further desecration. Touching the dead disqualifies him and deprives God's blessing. Everyone else would run away from that house to avoid curse and unhappiness. But the prophet doesn’t run away from death. Neither of the stranger or his own.The true image of Christ. He doesn’t want to be the bearer of death, but the bearer of life. He gives all his faithat stake. It will eithershow that the Lord is more powerful than all the baffling and insidious forces of destruction and nothingness, or Elijahwon’t be a prophet anymore. And the Lord will answer him. Elijah's faith and hope are not disappointed. Dying child wakes up and returns to life. Elijah came down into the world of deadfor him, and brought him back to the unfortunate widow. "Hedied,crucified, descended into hell... but on the third day He rose from the dead..." It's a clear sign that the people of God are not here to condemn the world, but to bring deliverance from bondage of superstition and death. To do the best for its rescue.

Amen
